










The Story of Nomvula’s Dolls 

Nomvula Kabini was discovered by a St Cyprian’s School parent, selling 
her dolls along a dusty road in Maphotla in the Northern Province, in an 
attempt to support her two children. 

The little beaded dolls seemed the perfect symbols for the embryonic “… 
girl-child in Afrika” initiative, so a number of dolls were brought back to 
St Cyprian’s School.

Thousands of Nomvula’s dolls have since been sold all over the world, 
mostly by school children and St Cyprian’s Union members. Nomvula 
grew her entrepreneurial initiative into a business that now provides 
employment for many people in her village. While Nomvula no longer 
lives in Maphotla, she has left a legacy there. Hundreds of women, taught 
by her, continue to offer their creations to St Cyprian’s School, ensuring 
an ongoing income for their families. This project that restored the 
dignity and self worth of many poor rural women.

Proceeds of sales of Nomvula’s dolls go towards empowering disadvantaged 
girl-children by funding a St Cyprian’s education for talented young women 
from disadvantaged backgrounds... enabling them to create a new, exciting 
opportunity-filled future!
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Project Team

An extensive selection process conducted by the Project Steering Committee, chaired by Andrew Flint, lead to the appointment of the firm of Noero 
Wolff as Architects under the direction of Professor Jo Noero of the UCT Department of Architecture.  The project architect is Ms Kylie Richards.  
This award-winning firm was selected for its experience in school design and on their sensitive regard for the historic fabric and sense of place that 
defines the unique character of St Cyprian’s School.  

The very capable Delana Finlayson of Riverside Consulting, who has advised the school on development projects for several years, is the Project 
Manager and Quantity Surveyor.  

De Villiers and Hulme, the Structural Engineers responsible for the original work on the School in the Woods have been retained for their knowledge 
on the site and their established working relationship with the architects.   

Various specialists will support the core team in the fields of services engineering, acoustics, lighting and information technology as the work proceeds.
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